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July 19, 2008 TXAAA Chapter Meeting
POP, WHIRR, BANG; POP, WHIRR, BANG!!!

What strange noises coming from Carl's hanger?
The July meeting at Carl Walchshauser's Hanger
was another success. His old machines were all
popping and banging as the members arrived.  His
grandson Brian was helping with the starting and
running of the unique wonders that Carl has found
and restored through the years. It's always a treat
to see and listen to them running.

With about 50 members and 25 airplanes in
attendance the group enjoyed hanger flying and
visiting with friends. The food was good and all
gone by departure time. A nice breeze was blowing
through the hanger so the July heat did not seem
too bad. Thanks again to Carl and Rose for letting
us hold our meeting there.

The August meeting will be at Jim and Betty
Austin's hanger at Northwest Regional Airport on
August 16th, read all the details in this issue of the
newsletter. As a reminder we still need a volunteer
to host our November meeting so if you have room
and want company on November 15th please let
me or Penny know.

Thanks to Rex Lake and Joe Haynes for the
pictures of the July meeting.

See everyone at the next meeting,
Terry
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FIRE!
Igor Sikorsky designed, built, and flew the

world's first four-engined airplane, The Grand,as it
was called in the West. He did so in 1913(!), while
still living in his native Russia.

The Grand was a biplane with wings spanning
90 feet. It also had a roomy passenger cabin with a
table and four wicker chairs, an outlook balcony at
the very front, and a lavatory in the rear. Later in
1913, Sikorsky built the even bigger and even more
luxurious four-engine Ilia Mourometz.Like its fore-
runner, it was a "one-speed" airplane. Maximum
was 50 mph and landing speed 40 mph. Instead of
The Grand's balcony up front, there was an exter-
nal observation platform on top of the rear fuse-
lage. Where do we see such extravagances on
today's airplanes?

The incident here happened during an epic
flight with Ilia Mourometz from St Petersburg to
Kiev in June 1914:

Sikorsky was at the controls when Panasiuk,
the mechanic, pointed to one of the 100-hp Argus
engines. The fuel pipe between the wing tank and
the engine was broken, and fuel was streaming
out. Seconds later, the engine stopped from fuel
starvation, and in a final backfire the fuel ignited. A
huge flame about 12 feet long sprang out, touch-
ing the surface of the wing and encircling the
wooden strut. Panasiuk and Lieutenant Lavrov, the
copilot, jumped out of a window and ran on the
lower wing catwalk to the rebellious engine. Lavrov
stepped on the engine frame, reached the shutoff
valve and closed the fuel line. Then the two men
attacked the fire furiously with their overcoats, final-
ly succeeding in defeating it.

Sikorsky made an emergency landing.
Panasiuk repaired the fuel line, then they restarted
the engines and went on with their trip to Kiev with
Lavrov at the controls while the rest of the crew
gathered around a cozy coffee table in the cabin. It
really was easier in the old days. (- Igor Sikorsky:
The Story of the Winged-S)

q

When Henry Ford entered the aviation busi-
ness, he did so wholeheartedly. Not only did he
start building hundreds of sturdy three-motored air-
planes, but he also constructed the most modern
airport in the world, Ford Airport in Dearborn. It was
dedicated in January 1925, spread out over the
countryside with two runways, with the then-incredi-
ble length of 3,400 and 3,700 feet respectively, and
a modern terminal building and roomy hangars
completed the picture. 

Dr Hugo Eckener, of Zeppelin fame, told Ford
that he would love to come visit the airport, but
couldn't because there was no mooring mast.
Consequently, Ford erected a mooring mast. When
pilots complained that the field was too muddy and
used the not too flattering expression, "Lake Ford,"
Henry Ford promptly constructed concrete run-
ways, the first in the world.

Traffic grew, and eventually Ford persuaded the
transport lines flying into Detroit to use his airport
as a terminal. This, however, came to an abrupt
end. One Sunday a large number of airplanes flew
over the Ford house. Mrs Ford told her husband
that she thought those planes ought not be flying
on the Sabbath. The next day, Ford ordered his air-
port manager to stop all flying from the airport on
Sundays!

Thus did Ford Airport not only became the only
one in the world with concrete runways, but the
only airport in the world that was closed on
Sundays. Two firsts. Not bad. (- The Wartime
Journals of Charles A Lindbergh)                       q

NEVER ON SUNDAY

ELECTRIC HAND DRILL:
Normally used for breaking off small diam-
eter bits in the hole, or spinning 
pop rivets in their holes until you die 
of old age.                                            q

WANTED: Anyone driving a pickup to
Blakesburg for the national AAA Fly-in
labor day weekend and has room for arti-
cles donated to the Air Power Museum,
please contact Terry Wallace.
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Riding the
rails

Back in 1928, when Harold Pitcairn ran CAM
19-the air mail route from Atlanta to New York City-
one of his pilots was Johnny Kytle, a skilled pilot,
but with some eccentric habits. 

One moonlit night over North Carolina, a little
bored by the monotonous flying, he caught sight of
a freight train struggling ahead on the flatlands.
What he did then wasn't really nice, but memo-
rable.

Sneaking over to the other horizon, Kytle
turned around, lowered his Pitcairn Mailwing to a
ten-foot altitude over the straight-as-a-ruler, single-
line track. A couple of miles ahead of the oncom-
ing train he switched on one of his million-candle-
power landing lights.

The result was astounding. He told a friend in
confidence: "I lit the fuse on the biggest sparkler
you ever saw! Within ten seconds, every wheel on
every freight car was flat. I'll bet they still haven't
found the engine crew. When I went over, they were
all jumping and running." Then he added,
"Strangely enough, no one ever reported the inci-
dent to the Interstate Commerce Commission."

I don't think it's all that strange. (- Frank
Kingston Smith: Legacy of Wings)

q

The Stockholm airport was a beehive of inter-
national activities during WW II. German Lufthansa
transports landed there regularly after trouble-free
flights in Germany-controlled  airspace.

Allied military transports,  disguised as civil air-
planes, arrived in a steady stream  from Scotland
and flew the hostile skies during moonless nights.
The standard airplane was a disguised Liberator C-
87. They brought with them VIPs, diplomats, vital
machinery parts, film and photo-chemicals,  books,
fresh newspapers. On other moonless nights, the
Allied aircraft left Bromma loaded up with
Norwegian resistance fighters,  roller bearings,
special steel products, and whatever else was
needed by the Allies in the West.

This clandestine traffic was intensified during
the last years of the war, and it was organized by
old polar bear explorer Bernt  Balchen. And there
at Bromma airfield, German and American air-
planes were mixed together in a comic hodge-
podge. And the sets of enemies watched each
other carefully and with suspicion.

One day, one of Balchen's Liberators cracked a
cylinder head.  They could have sent for a spare
cylinder from Scotland, but " YESS ! Vee-Do-It "
Balchen did it his way. He knew that the DC-3s the
Germans were operating between Berlin and
Stockholm used the same engines, so he asked  a
friend from a Swedish airline, to borrow a spare
cylinder from the Lufthansa representative at
Bromma.  The German replied that he didn't have
one on hand in Stockholm, however as a  favor he
could arrange for a cylinder to be flown up from
Berlin on the next plane. The following day
Lufthansa delivered a cylinder scavanged from an
American B-24 which had crashed in Germany.
Balchen installed it in his Liberator and flew back to
Scotland, got a spare cylinder and took it to
Stockholm the next day to replace the one bor-
rowed from the Nazis. Everybody was  happy.

[ Bernt Balchen : " Come North with Me "  ]
q

HELPFUL 
ENEMIES

One of the first Swedish military pilots was Count
Henrik David Hamilton. He really shouldn't have
been one.

Somehow, he had succeeded in getting a pilot's
license down in France around 
1910 by  paying someone enough franc. When he
returned home, he swapped somehow swapped it
for Swedish license #2.  While he was based on
Swedish military air  base named Malmen, his own
name  became infamous, as he crash landed each
time he flew. One of his arrogant, well-known state-
ments came  after his crash number 12 :

" If this continues, I will soon  lose confidence in
using this airfield."                                             q

POOR LEARNER



CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE - 1950 Bellanca Cruisemaster 14-19.

190 Lyc., 80 hrs.. SCMOH. 2987 tt. AC refurbished 1977
with new fabric on wings, new modern panel and uphol-
stery.  New leather seats 2003. Narco 810R com., AT150
Trans., King ADF., Northstar loran. Mode C. $27,500.
Contact: Sherman Oxford at (972)874-5050 or (214)704-
1535. 2/07

FOR RENT- 2,500 sq. ft hanger on beautiful Bird
Dog Airfield full water, full electricity, stack doors, cement
floors, 3,500’ X 250’ North South runway, 1,750’X250’
East West runway. McCauley Prop -1.   MET-L PROP
2.   Design 1B90 CM 7443 3.   Serial Number 54497
4.   KLIPTIP 5.   McCauley, Dayton, Ohio stamped S1
6.   T.C.842 ~ P.C.3Contact: Scott Sackett (940) 367-
1992 Cell or email: sackett@p.o. box.com.--10/06   

FOR SALE- L-13 - must sell 855 TT, 255 SMOH
LYC. R-680 300 HP great flying airplane , vary rare ,only
4 flying, was Grand Champion at Blakesberg antique fly
in 2 years ago,  Cleveland brakes,3 seats would take J-5
in part trade, can deliver, would like to get approx. 80K
but will consider all offers call Carl at C (214)704-3318
or W (972)986-9300 --11/06             

HANGERS FOR LEASE - Lancaster, TX (KLNC) 
T-Hangars, 60'x60' and 70'x70' -- Low Fuel Prices --
Additional Discount Price to Tenants. Nice New
Buildings ! Call George (214) 521-8855

FOR SALE ---- 1958 Cessna 172 TTAF 3796 TSMOH
2057.All compression's in 70's. 4 Place intercom. Wheel
Pants. Good Flying Plane. 7 inside and out,  $ 25,000.00
Or Best Offer. Contact Craig Tuggle at (940)433-8579.   

FOR SALE/TRADE:Early straight tail Cessna - 1957
CESSNA 182A  N314LM - Serial #34561, asking
$49,500 OBO  3780 TT, 1070 SMOH, May 2007 annual,
NDH, hangared in Kansas near factory. King IFR
Avionics with STEC-30 3-axis autopilot, Dual King KX-
155 Nav/Comms, KN64 DME, GS, KR86 ADF, KLN89B
GPS,  3 LMB, Narco AT50A, 4-place Sigtronics inter-
com, new seat rails, new headliner, new one-piece wind-
shield, 6-cylinder EGT/CHT and late model fully articulat-
ing seats.Phone: 316-729-9761 – 316-208-3140 (cell) for
delivery information to your airport. RE "Dick" Russell,
MPA,MAS/MBAA Aviation Professor Southeastern OK
University. 

FOR SALE 1954 C-180. TTAF appox.6900hrs,
McCauley 88in prop installed in 2006. TTSMOH 975hrs.
Based at Hicks Airport,T67,DFW area. More info at   ..
http://home.flash.net/~wsanders/  .. $83,000    

FOR SALE 1973 Cessna 150L Restored June, 2001,
Continental 0200-A, 67 hrs SMOH, new Superior cylin-
ders, new Slick magnetos, all new windows, new paint,
new leather seats, intercom, GPS antenna, wingtip
strobes. June 2007 annual, $28,000. More information
and many photos at: www.contarsoftware.com/cessna/.

FOR SALE -1942 Stinson L-5.  Restoration complet-
ed one year ago.  190 HP Lycoming, 20 SMOH. New
Sensenich wood prop.  New glass all around.  Garmin

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
aUGUST MEETING

The August Meeting will be August 16th 2008 at
Northwest Regional Airport (52F) Jim and Betty
Austin will be our hosts. The noon lunch will be pot
luck, so please bring your favorite main dish and
salad or favorite flavor of ice cream to add to what
Jim and Betty will be serving.  If you have an item
you might give as a door prize, please bring it as
everyone seems to enjoy that.  

For Flyers: Northwest Regional (52F) is about 3
miles Northwest of Roanoke, Texas.  33-02-59.44 N
/097-13-56.05 W.  Runway 17/35 is 3500 X 40 ft
Asphalt in fair condition.  Use 122.9 for advisories. 

For Drivers: From IH 35W take Hwy 1171 exit and
go East on 1171 to Cleveland-Gibbs Road.  Turn
South (right) on Cleveland-Gibbs Rd.  The Austin's
hangar is at 100 Stinson Way.  As you come into
the Airport on Cleveland-Gibbs Rd. take the first
right and their hangar is the sixth one.  Jim's cell
phone # is 817-999-7227.

Schedule of Monthly Meetings:
Aug 16th - N.W. Regional Airport (52F)
Aug 27th - Sept 1 Antique Airfield Fly-in at
Blakesburg, IA (IA27)
Sept 27 - Fairview Airport (7TS0)
Oct 18th - Edgington Ranch (XA03)
Nov 15th - OPEN
Dec 20th - Annual Christmas Party at Gainesville
(GLE)
IF ANYONE CAN HELP BY HOSTING ONE OF THE
OPEN DATES PLEASE CONTACT PENNY
RICHARDS OUR ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR.    q

GNC 250XL GPS/Com.  New Stits fabric with Polytone
finish.  New interior. Has been in Idaho and West Texas
since release from military. Will send Email pictures on
request.  Asking  $59,000.William J. Nelson --1524
Rocky Bluff Drive,El Paso, Texas 79902
wnelson1@elp.rr.com - 05-08

FOR SALE 1932 Fairchild 22 with 145 HP
Menasco engine. 100% rebuild and is an EAA trophy
winner. $65,000.00 or trade for an antique or classic car.
Tom at 817-790-3190.

FOR SALE - Hangar  Hicks 45'X50' water/power
nice location.  Also Luscombe and Seabee parts call
817/ 875-5909   John Cuny

q
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Membership and Dues
Membership dues for the Texas Chapter of the

Antique Airplane Association are $25.00 per year.  

NOTE - YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES EXPIRE
ON THE DATE NEXT TO YOUR NAME ON THE
MAILING LABEL OF YOUR  NEWSLETTER.  
Please send dues and address changes to:

Secretary/Treasurer
Georgina Edgington
10862 Gregory Road
Sanger, TX 76266 
(940) 206-0426
eranch@hughes.net

To join the National organization a one-year
membership is $40.00.  Send payment and per-
sonal information to: 

Antique Airplane Association
Antique Airfield
22001 Bluegrass Road
Ottumwa, IA 52501-8569
Email: antiqueairfield@sirisonline.com    
National AAA/APM Website:

www.antiqueairfield.com

OFFICERS
President Vice President
Terry Wallace                     Jim Dougherty
2417 Stonegate Drive        815 Blossomwood Dr.
Bedford, TX 76021 Arlington, TX 76017
(817) 706-3173                 (817)468-1571
wallacete@cs.com jimmy7576@aol.com

Treasurer Activities Coordinator
Georgina Edgington Penny Richards
10862 Gregory Road         6448 Hawkeye Rd.
Sangor, TX 76266 Krum, TX 76249
(940) 206-0426 (940)482-6175
eranch@hughes.net          veliemonocoupe@embarq-

mail.com

Newsletter Texas State Director
Barry Wallace E.M.Johnson
5753 Old Keebler Road     3754 Meadowdale LN
Collinsville, IL 62234 Dallas, TX 75229
(618) 288-2722                 (214) 351-1012
bcw1@charter.net

National Director
Joe and Joy Haynes
4544 Royal Lane
Dallas, TX 75229
(214) 351-5845
txdoublejranch@prodigy.net

q

Texas Chapter
Antique Airplane Association
2417 Stonegate Dr. N.
Bedford, TX 76021

“KEEP THE ANTIQUES FLYING”
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See a color newsletter on our 
website at www.txaaa.org
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